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ES 1 and Latente 


ts \ Archlodeon' Waterland, D. D. 
'* Mcbileacon Radek D. D. 
Th r EL. D. 
lohn Drake, B. D. 
nne Deen, M. 4. 


And to the truly Warthy * 


Guy Refignte, M. D. | Matthew Johifba,, Gant. 
Stephen Daubuz, Gent. John Warren, Gent. | 
Thomas Whitfield, Gent. Jun en * 
William Dillingham, Gent. N 


sribiurs for the late Frasr of the SONS of the CLE Ri. 


ene and Worthy Gentlemen, TIF 


"Was the more e aftly. inducedito 005 

this Diſcourſe, becauſe it gave me an 
88 of exproſfing' the tender Re- 
gord I have for the Wants and Afittions 
of the Widows and Children of my de- 
ceaſed Brothren; in which I had abies 


hex but to 12 them juſt. as they 
are, 


are, and to preſs the Obligations of Bene. 
ficence in the ſtrongeſt Manner. 
As you were pleaſed to encourag the 
Carats, of hope. you. will. be ſo good 
as to defend the Performance, which it Nba 
publiſh'd purely. in Compliance with your Qotl 
Defre. ne ndael © 
am perſuaded that you perceive a 
peculiar Satisfattion within yourſelves, that 
you hav? been aſſiſtant to a Charity, which, 
al it is the moſt'uſeful in itſelf; fo it ii 
managed and conducted with the greateſt 
Fidelity, and the moſt jimpartial Admi- 
 miſlration, by thoſe who preſide over it. 
Aud zou have Reaſon to.congratulate your- 
ſelves, that you have been the happy In- 
ſtruments, under God, of ſupporting 2 
Defizn, which greatly tends to prijuote 
his Glory, ana the. Honour aud Intereſi 
of the Church of England 
 - . Such Services as theſe, will be always 
regarded by thoſe who have any Senſe of 
Gratitude, or Compaſſion, and will be 
number d by Poſterity among tbe beſt of 
your Attions. w.. 


— 


Dedication. 


el That the God of Mercy may increaſe 
and multiply his Bleſſings upon you, who 
r Mbave ſo abundantly multiply d them upon 
others, ſhall be the conflant Prayer of, 


Reverend and Worthy Gentlemen, 


Your moſt Faithful, Obedient, 


and Humble Servant, 


—— 


ROBERT WaRREN. 


A SER. 
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nen Do before the 


Sous of the Clergy, &c. , 


— i 


aſt pid of ; PzTER, 2d 2 55 0 thy former Par 
ol the 1 2th Verſe. SPIT 


Having your Converſation honeſt among, oh Genes if — 
Vvbhereas they ſpeak againſt you as Ewvil-doers, they may 
your Good Works, which they ſhall behold, N God. 


2 


HATSOEVER' may be the 
caſion and Meaning of — Se fo 
to me, ſo well, ſuited 2 5 e ye 
ſent Solcmnity, . that after a. ſhort , on of chem, I 
ſhall proceed to enlarge upon ſuch . As Een moſt 


naturally to be amply'd, or expreſs din them. 
To have our Converſation hot 


liveamong Men of il Principles, and 3 Mora 


fore W . 


L 3T * 


Oc 
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A SERMON preached before 


refute the Reflexions and Calunmies which they may caſt up. 
on us, if we behave otherwiſe. 
But this is not the only good Effect of a Publick and Ex- 
emplary Piety; but it does allo give them a farther Oppor- 
tunity of beholding out Good Works, and making ſuch Ob. 
ſervattons upon the Detency of Virtar, as may provoke them 
to an Imitation of ut. 
And whereas a viſible Holineſßs goof 4 Diffuſcve Nature, 
ſuch a Deportment as this, may at length prove a proper 
Inducement to 8 to advance to the * of their Pow- 


er, the Gloty of O in the Naber of his Kingdom, 
The Words being chus explain d, I ſhall proceed tothe 


— 
% 2 „ 


Conſideration of theſe following Particulars. 

As, 1, That an Exemplary „ , is the moſt effectua 
n to promote ot own 
2dlj, It has alſo a natural Tendency to promote t the 
. Good of. Mankind. And, 

z dl I, That ix does at laſt terminate in promoting * 
Glory of God. 

" When Thave ſiniſhed cheſe Heads, I ſhalb apply che Whole 
. of this Diſcoarſe to che Occaſion of our preſet Meeting 


Flrſt fl, 1 fig 1 on, hit” au Exemplary Plety "has « 
e Bull WY to promote our bun God; 09 that 
Bebe it is ef "moſt 22 J Means to wipe off -rhoſs Re- 
OW og 5 12 rc dyn upon aur holy Religion, and 
5 the WW) N 
1 1 Van. o che thr 2 Clinic in "Hmotent 
"Tits aud J Wim it, Wete "nor 200 dem ar ir 6 ly 
"Lobos" bows utider' ike ſame 1 Treatment at Oe” 5 

at 


0 4 © L 


at preſent, to anſwer fully the Objeffions. and Fe 


the SON'S of the CLERGT. 


That Sacred Order of Men, who are rapar for de 
more immediate Service of God, and who tranſcend in the 
Dignity of their Office, and the Honour of their. Inflitution, 
all other Ranks and Profeſſions of Men whatſoever, have 
been ſpoken againſt as Evil. doert. They have been branded | 
as the Burden of the Nation, as a Grievance to Society, as 
Fomenters of Divifions and Animoſities, and as ſanerſlation 
Dreamers, A heavy and a ſevere Character indeed! But 
yet not Aificult + to be anſwerd, if we conſider either 
the Perſons from whom theſe Aſperſions come, or the 
pretended Motives from whence they ey proc | 
The greateſt Enemies of the Chriſtian Religion, and by 
Conſequence of that holy Office of thoſe who preach it, are, 
Men of licentious and itheiffical Principles, ſuch as-believe 
there is no God, and therefore live as if there was none. 

Now as it is a great Duty of the Sarerdoral Office, to 
ſpeak home to the Conſciences of Men, and to lay before 


them, without Fear or Favour, the fatal Conſequence of 


an evil Courſe, and the Terrors of a future State; tis no 
Wonder, that their Perſons are unacceptable, that the Doc- 
trines they preach are unſcaſonable; Doctrines entirely diſ- 
agreeable to Fleſh and Blood; as ſerving onl y to inbitter their 
Pleaſures, and to ſpoil 1 their Mirth in the Bay Entertain- 
ments &« Life.” -+ | 

But then there is Ae kind of Enemies to our 
8 another det of Gentiles ſprung up among us, 
who are ſriving hard to reduce us to the ancient Plan of 
Heathen Morality, I mean our Modern Deifts, 

As the Limits of this Diſcourſe will not give me leave, 
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with which they load us, which however, God be thank 
ed, have been often confuted by ſome of our * Biſhops, 
and many other ſ excellent and learned Men of our own Or- 
der; yer I hope, it will not be unſatisfattory, upon this 
folenm Occaſion, to give you a ſort Account both of the 
Peiſtical and the Chriftian Schemes; and then, I doubt nor, 
but it will evidently appear, to which of theſe Schemes 
every Impartial Man ought to adjudge the Preference. 

The Scheme upon which theſe Men would found a 
Religion for us, is, that Reaſon is an infallible Judge in Di- 
vine Matters : That the Law of Nature is a perfect Rule 
of Life: And that therefore there is no Neceſſity of a Di- 
vine Revelation, and in Conſequence hereof, that to intro- 
duce any new Low which may ſuperſede the Obligations of the 
Law of Nature, is meer human Impoſition, and ſerves only 
to puzzle and perplex' our Underſtandings with dark and um- 
intelligible Myſteries, which are contrary to Reaſon | 
The Scheme advanced by the Chriſtians, on the other 
hand, proceeds upon more " fublini Conſiderations, inſiſt- 
ing upon the Neceſſity of a Divine Revelation, as wy 
ing the Meaſures of Dury to a higher Perfection. 
- Now we allow our Adverſaries, that Man is a Rea- 
ſonable Creature, and that the Service of him - ought to 
be a Reaſonable Service. But then we abſolutely deny that 
Human ' Reaſon is the Meaſure of all Divine Truths; and 
therefore we conclude, that thete was a Neceſſity of a 
Divine Revelation; and though there arc _ Myſteries 


„ Archbiſhop Wake,. Bihop Gibſon, Biſhop Chandler bin Bull, Biſho) Here, 
at 25 Sherlock. Biſho 25 Smalthuok {of Pies & c. : * 4 5 


2027, 5 Dr. 2. Dr. Nauen, Dr. Margo, Dr. 2 r, Dr. Taf. 
3 . 


— 


in 


I, 


| be SON of the CLERGT. 


in it, which! ate above the Comprebenſion' of Human Rea- 
ſon," yet we think that the Darkneſs and Obſcurity of thoſe 
Myſteries, are uo ſufficient Argument againſt them, if it 
be proved (as has been often ſufficiently proved) that God 
has revealed them to us; for ir appears to us, that tis - 
greeable to the higheſt Reaſon to believe what God has revealed. 

What I principally intend by an humble Repreſentation 
of the Difference of theſe Schemes, even upon a Suppoſi- 
tion that they are both of them equally probable, is to make 
theſe Enquiries. Whether or no, the Chriſtian Scheme 
do's not moſtly tend to the [mprovement of human Nature: 
Whether it is not better ſuited to form us to more Heroic 
Acts of Goodneſs, and a more complete Pattern of Piety 2 
And laſtly, Whether Nature when aſſiſfed and exalted by 
Grace, is not more capable of making a greater Proficiency 
in Virtue? And I think I need not fear. to leave the 
Deciſion of theſe Enquiries, to the full Determination even 
of Reaſon. itſelf. #60 | | 

But whatſoever Cavils and Objections theſe Men may 
raiſe againſt us, There is Reaſon, and Argument, and 
Conviition alſo, in every Inſtance of an exemplary Picty.. 
A ſimple and undiſguiſed Siucerity in all our Actions, 
will wipe off all Imputations of Fraud and Impoſture : 
A mild, diſcreet, and peaceable Behaviour, will ſoften . 
the rough Diſpoſitions of Men, and abate the Keenneſs of 
their Malice and Reſentment to us; and that Largeneſs of 
Heart, and Liberality of Soul, which we ought to expreſs 
in our whole Con ver ſation, but more eſpecially in all our 
Charitable Contributions, will clear us of that unjuft Charge 
of ſordid Coverouſneſs with which they load us. 


S SES | I would 
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Pi AsgRN NO preached before 
I would not be here interpreted, as if I believed that 
any good Action whatſoever, prevails upon the Paſſions 
and Inclinations of Men, by an irrefiftible Influence; but 
yer there is a natural Tendency in it to weconcile them 
to us; for even the moſt wicked Men have a Reſpeff and 
Eftcem for Virtue; and that Saying of Solomon will always 
Prov: xvi. hold good; When a Man's Ways pleaſe the Lord, he 
8 maketh even his Enemies to be at Peace with him. 
I proceed now, in the 
2d place, to conſider another Argument for a public 
and wifible Piety; and that is, that fuch a Piety does hight 
promote the Good of Mankind. Let Jour Converſation k 
. honeſt among the — that they may behold your good 
Works : That is, that they may * and take Notice 
of your Behaviour, ſo as to imitate your Examples, and 
tranſcribe your good Actions into themſelves. © 
But before I proceed upon the Proof of this Particu- 
lar, I conceive myſelf under ſome Neceſlity of attempting 
to remove one Objection, which I Wee may be made 
againſt the Words of the Text, and which does 1 950 al · 
fo to be conſrmd by other Paſſages of Scriptute. 
For to have our Converſation honeſt among the Gentiles, 
that they may behold our good Works: Or, in other Words 
br v. ic. to the ſame Purpoſe, to fet our Light” ſo ſhine before Nen, 
that they may ſee our good Works, looks too much like the 
 Oftentatious Practice of the Phariſees, for which they ſtand 
cenſur'd' and condemm d, in that, a the Verſe runs, 1 
did their Works to be ſeen of Men. 


There is nothing more frequently: ceded, in Scrip- 
ure, than Secrecy and Retirement in our Acts of Piety. 
Nor 
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Nor i there. any 


the SONS of the CLE 
Vice more. ap) ben as being the 
higheſt — of- Vanity, than a popul, 9 Afar of 


human Glory. 

In relation to our devotional Exerciſes, the Precep t runs 
thus Thou when tbou prayaſi enter iuta thy Cofir, and when s: Mat. 
thou haſt ſhut thy Door, pray. to thy Father, who is in ſe- 


cret, and thy. Father who feeth in ſecret, feall reward thee 


P 
- hers to the * Buty of Folge. the Command 


is, that wwe be not as the Hypocrites, of a fad Coumtenance, verte 1c. 


pho e Faces, that. e; . e 


70 fe. 
Wich reſpect to the Offices of Chariry, the Injundlion 


ſtands; thus: Tale heed: that ye do! not your : Righteouſneſs 


before. Men, as it lignifies in the beff Copies = the Ori- 


ginal, but which. means: undoubtedly, and is accordingly 
nk Take : heed that you do nut yaur Aims. before Men, 
S Mat. vi. 1. And at the zd Verſe of the fame Chap- 
ter, When thou lar, let not thy Left Hand know what - 


eee Goth... 


The Commands on the, other Side of the. Queſtion, ſeem 
to lay upon us a contrary Obligation; nat to be ſo . 


and leu in eur Condud, but to be qpen and commu- 


* 


* 


ci in then a nabe 


nicati ve, ſo as by a ville Piery and. Beneficence, to ex- 
to imitatr our Virtues. 3 
And for Shit Reaſon we. are en jain'd: by .QUT bleſſed 
Saviour in his Divine Diſcourſe, upon the Mount, to be 


"like ia Giry that is! her pon 4 Hill, auſible and conſpicuous 5. Mat. v. 
to all on ks about it; to be like the Salt of 1 the, Earth, ves: 3; 


which has a Quality of Seaſoning other things to which ir 


—- w—m—o_— — — 


102 


is applied; ak in'a fin Contradiction to the Pre- 
Verſe 15. Depts above. mentidwd- to be lite a on which b 
Light to all that are in the Houſe. 
Now in order to windicate the Wiſdom of God; 200 
to reconcile the apparent ee, * wp! Page, 
deſire in tze | 
it place, It may be Safdeve "Kher the 1Wijdom of 
> God, in the — of his Will to Man, ſeems to 
have had a plain Regari to the different Circumſtances of 
human Life, hab we conſider him in a publick or pri 
"ware Capacity, and to have preſcribed ſuch Laws as were 
well ſuited to png Ciroumliznces under both Capacities 
But hellt... 440 20: 
24g, 1 t is teaſoble, ant it be We con ſidered, 
what ought to be the chief End, and Peſign of all our 
Religious Actions. The ſame Action under different yo, 
cannot properly be termed the fame Action. Any par 
cular Action done with a Selfiſh Proſpect of An is 
not a good Action; nor is it intitled to a Re ward. For 
to conſtitute any Aftion morally good, it is neceſſary, among 
ofrher Qualifications, that a' Man- Propoſe io himſelf a a ; good 
End in the doing of it. yn. b en. fic 
' Now there is a great Difference between ding our 
good Actions that Men may fee them, aid thereby, copy 
after our Examples, and doing them only to be ſcen 'of Men. 
And again chere is a gre 


ater Difference between doing 
our Good Actions, in order to gl ' by: ſo. domp, 


than b doing chem 225 to Nd elbe ind Fru 
of Mn. Us ; 9 c {3130066 515 51 ; 01 
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the. SON'S of the CLERGY. 


For to do tur good Actions, only that Men may ſee 
them, is a very mean, and an ignoble End; but to do them 
in order to the Benefit and Service of Mankind, this is a 
Deſign worthy of ourſelves. "Tis, if the Expreſſion may 
be allow'd, to be like God, in what he is moſt our God, 
the 1 of his Goodneſs. | 

And thus having more fully explain d theſe ſeeming In- 
conſiſtencies, as [I Core I hall 22 
a public and wifible Piety does highly tend to fromote the 
9034 of Mankind. It is a matter which deſerves our moſt 
humble Adoration, and our higheſt Praiſe; to obſerve that 
che moſt high God has YE even our Senſes the Infiru- - 
ments of Virtue, and ſubſervient to the great Ends, and 
Purpoſes of Religion. Ol! with what a great and awful ' 
Idea of the Author of Nature does it fill the Mind of Man, 
when he beholds the Wonders of the wifible Creation? And, 
what, I pray, is an exemplary Piety in the Moral World, 
but a public Appeal to the Sight of others? What, I fy, 
bur a vijſible Repreſentation of Religion, in all its native 
Beauties, and alive, as it were, in all the Graces and Vir- 
tues of its Profeſſors ? 
The Force and Prevalency 5 public Example i is ſo great, 
chat it ſhews Men the Amichlencſe and Excellency of Hok- 
The Lovelineſs and Excellency of it, ſtrikes Men 
with the Love and Admration of it; and when once they - 


haye proceeded ſo far to love and admire Virtue in others, , 


they are eafily perſuaded to practiſe it elves. - 

There _ many Chriſtian — A which would 
m to lie Idle and Darmamt within us, if they were not 
diſcovered:and made apparent to 1 World by ſome outward - 
Manifeſtations. The 


A SERMON preached before 

© The Innocence and Integrity of our Thoughts; the Regy< 

larity and Government of our private Appetites and Deftres, 

the Sincerity of our Repentance, and the Fidelity of our 

Vows and Reſolutions which lie conceal'd from human Ob- 

- ſervation, are ll illuſtrated and explain d by an exemplary 
; Righteouſneſs. 

This is the cleareſt Buidence, and the moſ demonſlra- 
tive Proof of our Love to God, of our Faith in him, of 
our Truſt. in his Promiſes, of the Belief of his dear Son our 
"Bleſſed Saviour, and of our Conformity to his Example: 
And, in ſhort, this is a ſufficient Teſtimony of the Infu- 

fon of his Grace, of the Influences of his holy Spirit, of 
our Goodneſs to others, and indeed of all the mward Rea- 
ſons, and Motives, which excite and ffir up Men to O- 
bedience and Holineſs. But, 
adh, A public and exempl Piery does þ tend to 
WW... the Flory of Cod. re glorify, in 0 Senſe 
and Extent of that Word, does ſignify to make any Per- 
ſon more glorious than he was before, by a fre/s Addition 
of Commendation, . Honour or Praiſe. | 
But as the Glory of God is Perfett, Eſential, and In- 
Tis z fnite; His Glory, as ihe Plalmiſt expreſſes it, being above the 
Heavens; what new Increaſe of Majeſty and Greatneſs can 

be aſcribed to him, who may not improperiy, be called, 
GLORY in the HIGHEST» | 
| To glorify God in à Chriftian Senſe, is no more, * 
manly ſpeaking, than in the firſt place, to publiſ to the 
Word, what high and Path Thoughts we have of 


him, by a due: Celebration of his Praiſes, ſo that in the. 


the SONS of the CLERGT. 
Glory of his Kingdom, and talk of his Power ; to make known 
to the Sons of Men his * 9 Ade, and the glorious Maje- 
fly of his Kingdom +: Or els © © © 


' 24ly, To evidence and make it appear to Men, by a 


bright and ſbining Converſation, that ue would recom- 


mend to others the Enlargement of Chriſt's Kingdom; and 
that by transforming ourſelves into the Divine Likeneſs, we 


- — 
* 


would provoke others, as much as we can, to an Imitation + 


of our ſel ves. 


The ſeveral Ranks and Orders of Inanimate Beings, do 


highly promote the Glory of God, by the exquifite Fine- 
neſs of their Workmanſhip, and by ating according to thoſe 
ſtated Laws, which the God of Nature has preſcribed 


them. In this Senſe it is, that The Heavens declare the Prix. 


Glory of God, and the Firmament ſbeweth his handy Work. 
principally does all the Rational Creation pro- 


And then 


more his Glory, when they tranſcribe the glorious Perfec- 


tions of him into themſelves. 
The Glory of 


ought to be the: greed, and laſt * 


End, not only of all our moral, but indeed of all our 


other Actions of what Kind, or Complexion whatſoever, 


0 


Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatſoever ye do, CT 


all to the Glory of God. 


This ought to be the mam Scope and Intendment of 
icular, and the very Point, in 
Duty ought to center. Nay the 
bt to be not only the End, but the Begin- 


every Good Action in 
which all the Limes 


Glory of Gal oug 


K ſo of all moral Duties. For this Reaſon, it is not y 
improbable, that our bleſſed Lord has placed it not only - 
at. the End, bat alfo at the Entrance-of that excellent Form - 

SW ˙ NLITT ta. nn. 
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A SERMON preached: before. 


.of — w ich he preſcribed to his Diſci ples: The 
firſt Petition of which is, that the Name of God may be 
hallowed, or, which is the fame thing, glorified; and the 
Concluſion of that Prayer aſcribes to God, that Tribute of 
' Praiſe, which is worthy of him only; For thine is the a 
dom, the Power, and the Glyy. 

That which God propoſes to himſelf as the End of all 
bis Actions, is his own Glory. This is the End not only 

of thoſe ſingle Acts which terminate in himſelf, but is 
likewiſe the End of al thoſe Prov denial Acts, * re- 
ſpect his Creatures. 
Now that which God has ads the Principal End of | 
his own Actions, ought, as he is our r Example, to 
be the chief End of ourr. 

There may be, and indeed there are ſeveral other [a 
ordinate Ends, which a Man may lawfully Propoſe to 
himſelf by an exemplary Virtue; but the Truth of it is, 
they are no farther warranrable, than as they are the in- 
ftrumental Means of promoting the Glory of God, 

The ſubordmate Ends, which good Men, are allow d to 
-have a Regard to, in the Exemplification of their. Virtues, 
are no farther juſtifiable, than as they are ſubſervient to that 
End only, For all our Natural and Spiritual Capacities, 
whereby we ate enabled to, glorify God, we received from 
him only ; For awe are not our own, as S Paul aſſures us; and 
the Inference which he draws from thence is, Therefore 


I x Cor. vi, * glorify God i m your Bodies, and m your Spirit's, which are 


God's. 
I come now, in the laft place, to apply what has been fri 
70 the __ of the pre Jem Solenmity, ond ſo conclude. 
5 To 


— 


* SONS of the, CLERGY. 


To YOU, therefore, Men, Brethren and Fathers; to 
10 U whole Education and Profeſſion inſtruct you to 
exemplify the Duties of the Text in the moſt extenſive man- 
ner; I do with more Aſſurance of Succeſs, molt reſp. &- 
fully addreſs, myſelf; becauſe I; am fully perſuaded, that 
as your Converſation is generally honeſt among the Gentiles, 
and that you glorify. God hy a Life every way agreeable to 
your Function, (though ſome ſpeak againſt you as Ewil-doers) 
ſo you came into this venerable Aſſembly, on: this joyful 
Day, to let your Light ſo. ſhine before Men, that they may ſee 
your good Works, and glorify your Father which is in Heaven. 

J hope that it will nor be interpreted as ſpoken with 
too great an Air of Vanity and Oſtentation, when ] obſerve, 
that there is ſcarce any one Order of Men in this Kingdom, 
who have gone farther in a noble and generous Beneficence, 
than many celebrated Divines of the Church of England; 
and. I doubt not, but that their preſent Succeſſors are filled 
with the ſame Exuberance of Charity; that they are animated 
and encouraged by their, great Examples: That they are. 
moved, and indeed inflam'd ö by the ſame compulſcve Argu- 
ments, that they have the ſame Sympathies of. Nature, the 
ſame Bowels of Mercy, and the ſame Relentings of Heart. 

I do not requeſt of you to expreſs your Mercifulneſs to 


the Diflreſs'd Widows and Orphans of our Deceaſed. Brethren, 


meerly as Act of Favour; bur, principally becauſe. you are 
convinc d, that they have a Right to it. 
When I ſeriouſly conſider the unhappy Circumſtances 
of thoſe melancholy, aſflitted Perſons whom I would hum- 
bly: recommend as the proper Objects of Charity to thit 
whole Congregation; 1 cannot mention them uithout the. 


moft . 


— ww Green — —— —— — _— —— — — — — — 
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 AStRMow preached before | 


moſt tender and affeffionate Concern, I had almoſt ſaid, 
without a deep and ſorrowful Sighing, and a pungent Feel- 
ing of their Neceflities— The Facher eſs and 
The innocent Fatherleſs, and diſconſolate, belpleſs Widorys 
of CLERGYMEN! Men of God, ul and laborious, it 
may be, throughout al the Stages of Life! Liberal! al. 
ways devifmg Liberal Things, tender-hearted, ready to give 
our of the ſmall Returns of their daily. Labours, and night- 
ly Studies: Men! that could never find in their Hearts to 
turn away their Faces, or to give a deaf Ear to the mourn- 
ful Criss and importunate Intreaties of any Perſons in Po- 
erty or Diftreſs ! Men ! that have in ths moſt humble yet 
earneſt Manner, in Seaſon and out of Seaſon, in the Church 
of God, and at their own and others Houſes, craved and 
pleaded for the Relief of the Neceſſities of others, when ir 
may be at the fame time, they have been Hort of the 
Comforts, or wanting the Neceſſorie and firſt. Conveniencies 
of Life for themſelve 


and their Families, 
Of Widows, who during their Husbands Lives. have 
lived in a reputable Condition, who have been modeſt 
and grave, ſober and temperate in all Things; and in the 
well reported of for good Works. And 
ol Children, whoſe 4. and Weakneſs difables them to pro- 
vide for Ae, I fay, when I ſeriouſiy reflect upon 
the Calamitous Condition of alt theſe relpedtively; thefe 
I conceive, are ſtif fre and cogent Arguments for an 
wnbomnded Pity and Compaſſion. 

I cannot believe that the A ind of Man can pay ds 
to idcif a more lively 
Jawth and Inocence, depriv'd nor only of he „ 


Widows 


of Puy, than to contemplate 


Vi 


fear them, nay to ſee them in her Children, muſt ffir up 


the YONS of the CLERGT. "We 


but even of the Neceſſaries of Life;— brought up | 
may be, under the greareſt Advantages of a learned 2 
cation, but y all on a ſudden, almoſt left alone to 
the Cravings of 2 to the Danger of Temptations, and 
the Alurements of 2 wicked ora i ft Ke | 

To be mercileſs and hard- he u Re- 

flexions as wir is to diveff e F 
2 and to break thro "he fomef Bonds of Mur. 
erve, I beſeech you, the moving Tenderneſs, which 
our dear Redecmer ks to theſe hrtle ones: Whoſo- 5. mar 
ever ſhall receive one ſuch little Child 3 in my Name, receiv- 5 
eth me. 

To bear the Wants and AffufFions of human Life, ich 
Meelneſe, Patience, and an entire Submiſſion to the 
Will of God, is one of the greateft Inſtances of Chriftias 
Fortitude, even in a fingle n a Mother to 


all the Softneſs of maternal Affection, and ought to move 
us almoſt with the ſame tender Commiſeration of chem, 
which He feels within ler un Bowels. 

| Theſe, theſe are the Objeffs to whom I would fain per- 
——_ even to enlarge your Benefactions. The weep- 
ninety formed for Occaſions as theſe. 
The Perſons fe whok lake 1 On fe Beck 


— on AAA 
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— the Children of God, as Heire of the. fame Hope, and. Pro: 
miſes, as baptiz'd, into. the . ſame. holy Covenant, as made 
and created by the ſame God. and Father, as redeemed by 
the ſame -gracious Lord and Saviour, and ſanttified. by the 
ſame Divine Spirit. ; Theſe Conſiderations, as they are all 
of - a Spiritual Nature, are the moſt ſublime Arguments 
for a more compaſſionate Regard to thoſe who are of the ſame 
+ Chriſtian Society with our ſelvmn. 
And yet fill there is alſo another Conſideration for our 
Charity to them; and that is, that natural Relation they 
bear to them who were moſt nearly related to Chriſt; of 
thoſe who were his Repreſentatives here, and Ambaſſadors 
in -his Name, who were commiſſioned to their ' Office: by his 
Appointment, in order to reconcile God to Man, and Men. 
to one another, . | IEA 
O! What greater Reaſon then can be given for an- 
zward Senſe of their Wants, who are the Piſconſolate Re- 
licts of thoſe who have fought 4 good Fight, kept the Faith, 
and have finiſhed their Courſe with Joy? Whoſe Time was 
wholly taken up for the Good of Souls, and who, though 
being dead, and gone into the happy World, yet ſpeak to 
5 us in the Wants of their deſtitute Widows and Children, and 
weben. in the Offices . which they have done for the Houſe of God. 


iii. o % - , N „„ 1 * 7 a * 
8 There ſeems not hing wanting to complete the Miſery of 
tzßbeſe Sons and Daughters of Affiittion, but the unhappy || 
Circumſtance of their Numbers; and yet this is another: ; 

Ingredient of it. eg X * | FF | 1 | . . | . 1 
A A moſt moving Conſideration this! For to ſupply: the 
| Wants of, a Private Perſon, may be done many times with || , 
| « f Jim ies ja Tiga 7 = I SH $5e 0 ( 
| Eaſe and Agreeableneſs.. To relieve the. Neceſfties, of a. 


bu, 
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th SON'S of th CLERGT. 

Family, ix is poſſible, may be done without over ffraining our 
Cireumſtances; but to ſuppiy the freſſng Wants of a 
Multitude, 2 large Society 15 diſtreſſed People, ſome thou- 
ſands, 45 appears by Compuration, of Orphans and Wi- 
donys, may be thought by ſome Perſons of a narrow ard 
penurious Spirit, to be almoſt impoſſible, and not to be done 

without rhe greateſt Injuſtice to our ſelves or Families. 
But I hope better Things of you, my Brethren, and that 
ye have not ſo learned Chriff, This is not the Doctrine 
c which our Fathers have preached unto us, who have taught 
s 
S 


as, that our Charity ou bt not only to be fervent, but that 


it ought to diffuſe and extend itſelt to all the Wants and 
Exigencies of Men, and efpecially to them who are of the 
Houftold of Fatth. | | 
When I ſee before me ſuch a venerable Appearance of 
crear and Good Men /iining almoſt in all che Profeſſions 
and Occupations of Civil Life, I am encouraged to hope, 
that this Objection of Numbers, may be eaſily anſwered, 
It is the noblef# Exerciſe of our Virtue to contend with 
Difficulties. If the Objefts are many and their Demands great, 
the greater is our Charity in making our Supplies commen- 
farare' to them; and tho it camor be expected that an 
Aﬀembly even fo numerous as this is, ſeould ſufficiently re- 
lie ve, yet I camot ſuſpett the Bowntifulneſs ot them fo far, 
as to believe that they will not make the moſt ample Provi- 
for for them. n 3 
Rut there is yet remaining, amidſt theſe Scenes of Maut 
and Afction, one enlivening Confideration, which ſeems 
| tO promiſe a farther Imcrea e of this beft of Charities; a:d 
chers, chat ir has been thought worry of the Regard and 


D Encou- 
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Encouragement of Illuſtrious Princes, who as Nurfmg, Fa- 
thers, and Nurſing Mothers, by their Royal Bounty, a — 
Example, have given a lange Succeſs to it. | 
The ſame grateful Acknowledgmeats are due to f one 
of the moſt munificent Sons of the Prophets, a Perſon form d 
both by Nature and Grace for the greateſt Acis of Gene- 
roſity — Beneficence, whole Name ought to be mention d 
with Honour. And ſo long as this Charity, which, I truſt 
in God, will never fail, all be preach d among us, there 
alſo that this good Man hath done, will be always told for 
a Memorial of him. 

1 ſhall not pretend critically to . what Part of 
our Income may be ame neceſſary to beſtow upon 
charitable Uſes, or nicely to apportion the Meaſures of our 
Beneficence ; yet I humbly give it as my Opinion, that 
we cannot diſpoſe of it with more Advantage, and to the 
greater Glory of God, than by largely contributing to the 

Relations of that holy Order of Men, who did more imme- 
diately devote themſelves to his Service. ; 

The Deciſions of this kind, I mean, at what partica 
lar Times and Places, and in ar Proportions, every pri- 
date Man will chooſe to beſtow his Charity, even the 
Manner, the Objects, and the particular Ende and Views 
by which he will direkt ir, theſe Conſiderations are all of 
them left ro human Prudence and Diſcretion. "= * 

The general Rule to be obſerved in all Diſtributions 
of Charity is, to be merciful after our Power, if we have 
much to give much, if we have little, gladly 1 to give 9 


* King Charles II. Queen Anne, King George I. and Queen Caroline. 
t Dr. Turner, the late worihy Preſident of C. C. C. Oxon, who gave by Legacy to 


tlus Corporation, the Sum of 20,000 J. 


that n 


1 * 


the Hos of the CLERGT. 


LS; lth, remembring always, that God loveth a chear- "i 
ful Giver; and that our Charity in giving to others, ought © 


to riſe in Proportion to what we have received from God; 
and the Largeneſs of his Benefactions to us ought in ſome 


Degree, to be the Meaſure of all our Benefattions to 


others. This way of Proceeding is imtirely agreeable to that 


Rule of Juſtice and Equity mention'd in Scripture; Frely a.. 


Je have received, freely ly give. 


1 hope I ſhall nor be choupht: to. carry this Enquiry too | 
far, if I omit not to mention an Opinion which is 
ſtrongly confirm d by the Authority of the Fathers, and which 
indeed ſeems to me very reaſonable; and that is, that we 
ought to contribute to che Poor in the fulleſt manner, what 
is ſuperfluous, and mmeceſſary for our ſelves. 

This probably may be look d upon as 700 great a Meaſure 
of Charity, and what may ſometimes prove injurious to 


us; and yet S Chryſoſtom, St Baſil, St Ferome, and S* Au. 
flin, are al of them of this Opinion; and the Text up- 


on which theſe Authorities are grounded, is that mention d 
by $S*Luke in his 3d Chapter and 11th Verſe: He that 
bath two Coats, let him impart to him that hath none, and he 


that hath Meat, let him do likewiſe, 


I have nor Time in the Conclufion of this Diſcourſe, to diſ- 


- cuſs at · large this Point; yet I humbly conceive, that in 


all, diſpurable Caſes of this kind, eſpecially in all publick 
Charities, our Beneficence ought rather to exceed, and to 


ſpend and dilate itſelf in a wider Channel. 


To conclude, Let us all depend upon the never. failing 
Providence, and the exceeding, great and precious Promiſes of 


2 good and —_ God for a Reward ; of thar God, who 
is 


LS - 1 ——_— ———— 
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u 4 Father of the Haben g 2 Hughand to the Ie, REY 
a preſen wt Helps "Time of Traube, Let all our Studies, Ac. 
tions, and ee and even theſe out charitable 
Contributions be dire#/1' chiefly: to his Gory, and the in- 
'mediate and eternal Benefit: ol ks People; and then will that 
fervent Prayer of good Nehemiah, Chap. 1.3. and Ver. 16. 
be falfled upon us: Remember us, O our God, concerning this, 
and wipe not out our good. Deeds that aue have __ em the 
. * our God and 17 * * * | 


Stir up, we beſeech thee, 0 Lind. the 111. 6 16 Ap 

: Servants, that the v bringing forth the Fruit of goed 
Morle, may of thee be plenteouſly rewarded, through Jeſur 
Chriſt our Lord: To whom, with God the Father, and Gad 
the Holy Ghoſt, be rhe * the e = 
for ever e ever. 2 5 


£ 
», 
\ 


hs Os bis 


* "= „ 


* * 3 ** = * » 4 7 P\, %s * 
P SS 58 * FS. 2 0 * 4 _=_ * .* 54 9 o Fn | 
8 — C wm s" +4 * * wh 9 * 1 % — * . (* ow 4 f C &-+{ K 4 
"re 4 Jil, 9 — 3 a \ TS LY 1 9 . 
4 , * - « Ov] >» + 7 S»-+* £ » 4. WM) 4 * 
= -. =, .*, , & , = a N . 
* nels Io Fe 
2 2 
. 
* 
K 11. 7 
* 
. ” 
«v7; | 


